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Newspaper Clips
February 11, 2015

1T, IISER to start functioning from July

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/iit-iiser-to-start-functioning-from-
july/article6880289.ece

The Indian Institute of Technology (I1T) and Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER)
proposed in Tirupati will start its 2015-16 academic year from July or August this year.

At a meeting with the representatives of 11T, Madras and IISER, Pune here on Tuesday, Chittoor Collector
Siddharth Jain and Technical Education Commissioner Udaya Lakshmi announced that the institutes would
start functioning from temporary campuses, while permanent structures would be completed in the next four
years. “The students of IIT and IISER will receive their certificates from their permanent campuses,” Mr. Jain
said.

A local area committee formed to monitor the development will seek the help of R&B, electricity, water supply
and municipal departments in expediting the work.
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Tech fest at
II'T Roorkee

.The Indian Institutes of

. Technology (11T) Roorkee is A
organising its 13th annual tech fest
— Cognizance 2015 from March
27 to 29, 2015. Cognizance is a
conflation of over 180 events that
would include technical
competitions, theme events, guest
lectures, workshops, exhibitions,
techtainment shows and much
more. _

Maintaining the uniqueness of
the fest, Cognizance 2015 is
organising zonal rounds of the
events in various cities. Eight
volunteers from |IT Roorkee will
travel to each city wherever the
events are happening and the rest
of the volunteers are from the
hosting college.

Pratik Toshniwal, Convener
events said: “The basic idea is to
maximize the outreach and impact
of Cognizance and hence that of IIT
Roorkee as well. Every year we
have thousands of participants
pouring in from various cities, this
time we wanted to travel to various
cities to empower students. By this
exercise of zonal events this year,
we want to spread a word about
technological knowhow and the

innovative excellence of Cognizance

and create a lasting impression in
young minds of students.”
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Core within core:

Earth’s

deep

secrets unveiled

Kounteya.Sinha

@timesgroup.com

London: Scientists have used
seismic waves to make a star-
tling discovery: the Earth’s in-
ner core has an inner core ofits
own. A research team at the
University of Illinois (UI) and
at the Nanjing University in
Chinamade the discovery.

Xiaodong Song, a profes-
sor of geology at the Ul said,
“Even though the inner core
is small — smaller than the
Moon — it has some really in-
teresting features. It may tell
us about how our planet
formed, its history, and other
dynamic processes of the
Earth. It shapes our under-
standing of what’s going on
deep inside the Earth.”

Researchers used seismic
waves from earthquakes to
scan below the planet’s sur-
face, much like doctors use ul-
trasound to see inside patients’
bodies. The team used a tech-
nology that gathers data not
from the initial shock of an
earthquake, but from the
waves that resonate in the
earthquake’s aftermath.

The team found a distinct
inner-inner core, about half
the diametre of the whole in-
ner core. The iron crystals in
the outer layer of the inner
core are aligned directionally;,
north-south. However, in the
inner-inner core, the iron crys-
tals point roughly east-west.
Not only are the iron crystals
in the inner-inner core aligned
differently; they behave differ-
ently from their counterparts

LUNAR PHASES

Nasa unveils ‘dark
side’ of the Moon

N asa has released anincre-
dibly detailed video of what
the Moon looks on the side that
is never visible from the

Earth. Asthe Earth spins
around and around, itonly ever
faces one side of our orbiting
Moon. Justlike the near side, the
far side goes througha
complete cycle of phases. But
the terrain of the far side is quite
different, Nasa said. It lacks the
large dark spots, called maria,
that make up the familiar ‘Man
inthe Moon’on the nearside.
Instead, craters of all sizes
crowd together over the entire
farside. The farsideisalso
home to one of the largest and
oldestimpact featuresinthe
solar system, the South
Pole-Aitken basin. pmi

in the outer-inner core. This

means that the inner-inner core
could be made of a different

type of crystal, or a different
phase, researchers said.
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[IT-Kharagpur celebrates its alumnus’ win in Delhi

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/kolkata/iit-kharagpur-celebrates-its-alumnus-win-in-delhi/

It was celebration time on Tuesday at 11T-Kharagpur from where AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal had graduated in
1989.

With news trickling in that Kejriwal was inching towards a colossal victory in the Delhi Assembly polls, rallies
were taken out, sweets distributed and gulal sprinkled among students and AAP supporters who gathered
outside the IIT.

“We were sure that the people of Delhi would vote him back but never expected that it would be such an
overwhelming majority. We will keep on supporting Kejriwal,”” said Atal Asuthosh Agarwal, a third-year
mining engineering student and a AAP member.

In the last Delhi Assembly elections Asuthosh — a resident of Badarpur in Delhi — had taken leave and
actively campaigned for Somnath Bharti, the AAP candidate from the seat. “This year, I had exams and could
not campaign,’” he added.

Kejriwal, a student of mechanical engineering, had entered the 11T in 1985 and stayed at the Nehru Hall hostel
for five years.

Everybody at 11T-Kharagpur — from his professors to the owner of the canteen frequented by Kejriwal — want
him to complete his term this time. “Tomorrow, I will distribute sweets among students to celebrate that my
‘baccha’ is still the beloved boy of the people of Delhi.

But we would like him to remain calm despite all provocations,’’ said canteen owner Pradip Gupta.
Professor Emeritus Shankar Shome in the mechanical engineering department, who taught Kejriwal for about a

year, said: “Last time, we had great expectations from him but somehow those could not be fulfilled. We
believe my former students will learn from his mistakes and come out with flying colours.”


http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/kolkata/iit-kharagpur-celebrates-its-alumnus-win-in-delhi/
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How an 1 T-B team shaped AAP’s Delhi poll campaign

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/news/india/How-an-lIT-B-team-shaped-AAPs-Delhi-poll-

campaign/articleshow/46178361.cms?

Programme sifts through thousands of tweets to help party veer away from negative issues and announce voter-pleasing
measures like free WiFi in the nation capital

An enterprising group of 10 volunteers at IIT-B, which created a research tool in November with the specific purpose of
trawling tens of thousands of social media posts to measure public opinion, has helped shape the Aam Aadmi Party's
(AAP) election strategy in the Delhi assembly election, which was held on Saturday.

Party leaders told Mirror that the programme, designed to perform "sentiment analysis" helped veer AAP's campaign
away from issues that were deemed "negative" by the electorate, and towards such concerns as women's safety, which,
data revealed, was consonant with voter sentiment in the nation's capital. The algorithm developed by the IIT-B group
sifted through the language that constituted thousands of tweets to assess reactions to specific issues. It was also
employed to determine the swing in the electorate's sentiment towards AAP at any given point of time.

"The programme runs a word analysis on a database of many thousands of twitter handles and categorises people's
responses to particular events or issues as negative, weakly negative, neutral, weakly positive, or positive," said Divyank
Agarwal, a fourth year student of Engineering Physics who was in the team that built the tool. "Three or four volunteers
would look over the scan manually and the results would be communicated with the Delhi office for them to fine tune
their strategy."

Agarwal, a devotee of AAP, and three other IIT-B students skipped classes to campaign in Delhi for more than a week in
the run up to the elections. "l haven't told my parents that | bunked classes and even an exam to go door-to-door
campaigning in Delhi's jhuggis," he confessed. "I'm not sure how they'll react."

According to research scholar Ratikant Nayak, one of those who forsook classes to work for the party in Delhi, scores of
students at lIT-B became beholden to AAP's ideology during its Mumbai North East LS candidate Medha Patkar's
unsuccessful run last year. "The booth inside IIT was the only one from which Patkar won," he said. A Facebook group of
the party's supporters in the campus exceeds 1,000 members.

India has over 100 million Facebook users and 33 million people on twitter, digital bulletin boards on which views and
proclivities are freely and emphatically expressed, and that formed the engine of AAP's game plan. "Analysis of social
media has played a major role in how we have allocated funds in our manifesto," said senior AAP leader Manish Sisodia.
"For instance, the majority of inputs on education and regarding free WiFi (a poll promise the party made in Delhi) came
through social media. Sentiment analysis of social media particula-rly helped us understand the specific demands of
women."

Preeti Sharma Menon, former Maharashtra state secretary of AAP, who played an important role in the social media
campaign for the Delhi elections, said IIT-B volunteers performed a critical role in fashioning the party's response to
voter sentiment in Delhi. "The feedback they provided framed vital turning points in the campaign," she said. "The
importance of social media lies in introducing a new thought or perspective. While everything we spoke about became
part of the poll agenda, the BJP, on the other hand, was unable to introduce a single new thou-ght that would get
echoed by opinion makers in the press."
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Degree valid? UGC, MHRD clueless

Hindustan Times (Kolkata)

STANDOFF UGC and MHRD have failed to come up with clear answers on status of
architecture degrees awarded by an institute in Greater Noida affiliated to IP University

IN OTHER CASES, COA CLAIMS TO HAVE THE POWER TO GRANT APPROVALS TO COLLEGES
RUNNING ARCHITECTURAL COURSES, BUT IN CASE OF DTC IT WANTS TO JUST LIMIT ITS

ROLE.
ASHOK GOEL, veteran architect based in delhi

University Grants Commission (UGC) rules prohibit universities from affiliating colleges outside their states,
but Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University (GGSIPU) Delhi, has granted affiliation to the College of
Architecture of Delhi Technical Campus (DTC), a private institute, in Greater Noida. Interestingly, neither the
human resource development ministry nor the UGC or Council of Architecture (CoA) are able to clearly
pinpoint the violation or give answers on the validity of degrees awarded by the college.
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the Right to Information Act from various authorities such as UGC, AICTE, MHRD and CoA.
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Responses under

According to UGC’s notification dated June 27, 2013 with regard to territorial jurisdiction, a state university
cannot grant affiliation to any college beyond the state’s geographical boundaries even if the university’s own

act allows it to do so.
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When Ashok Goel, a veteran architect based in Delhi realised the GGSIPU (which comes under the Delhi
government) was violating UGC’s notification by granting affiliations to DTC, he decided to file an RTI asking
the UGC to confirm the legal status of degrees awarded to DTC students. To UGC’s response that the degree
would not be recognised, Goel again enquired if the UGC would stop the university from granting affiliations.
UGC'’s reply to that was: “UGC will take action on receipt of specific complaint.”

Goel then filed complaints with five authorities, name-ly, the Ministry of Human Resource Development
(MHRD), All India Council for Technical Education ( AICTE), Council of Architecture ( CoA), UGC and
Directorate of Education (DOE) Delhi. UGC’s response was attached with each complaint.

“Normally, when we file a complaint with one authority, it forwards it to the other one and the compliant keeps
moving from one department to another. So | decided to agitate the issue in all the departments at one go to
expedite action. The reason why | complained to AICTE was that DTC also offers degrees in technical
courses,” says Goel. MHRD transferred Goel’s complaint to UGC and UGC forwarded it to the registrar,
GGSIPU, asking, “You are requested to send the comment on the complaint at the earliest.”

The UGC also wrote to the DOE, saying “The requested information doesn’t fall within my jurisdiction. The
application in original is, therefore, being transferred to you under subsection (3) of Section 6 of RTI Act, 2005,
as the matter closely relates to you. In case it doesn’t fall under your jurisdiction, it may please be further
transferred to the public authority to which the subject matter is more closely connected, directly, under
intimation to the applicant.” DoE’s response to this was: “The requested information falls under the jurisdiction
of your (UGC) deparment. Hence the application is being transferred to you under section 6(3) of the RTI Act
2005.”

AICTE, meanwhile, washed its hands of the case saying that universities were governed by the UGC and
AICTE had no role to play. The CoA, writing to Goel, said, “First of all, it is clarified that no separate action-
taken report is required to be prepared or maintained under the Architects Act, 1972, on the
communications/representation received at this office. However, as regards your letter dated 01.12.2014 to the
chairman, UGC, and vice chancellor, Guru Gobind Singh IP University, for their perusal and necessary action at
their end since Council is not the competent authority to deal with matters related to affiliation with
universities.”

Justifying the affiliation to DTC, Sunita Shiva, deputy registrar (affiliation), GGSIPU, said the university “is
established by the government of NCT of Delhi vide ‘The Indraprastha Vishwavidyalaya Act 1998,’.... Under
section 5( 21)( A), the university is empowered to establish and maintain colleges, institutions and such other
centres of education, research, training and extension as deemed appropriate by the University and as per
section 4(1) under this Act, the limits of the area within which the University shall exercise its power, shall be
those of The National Capital Region Planning Board Act, 1985.”

On Goel’s question if action could be taken against GGSIPU for its reply, UGC responded with: “action has
already been taken on your complaint (copy enclosed).” The copy was a letter from UGC to the GGSIPU
registrar, asking for a “comment on the complaint at the earliest.”
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LU to host V-Cs’ meet on March 14, 15

Hindustan Times (Lucknow)

LOW QUALITY OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IS THE GREATEST CHALLENGE FACING HIGHER
EDUCATION. REPORTS ESTIMATE THAT 30 TO 40% OF FACULTY POSITIONS ARE VACANT.

LUCKNOW: The Lucknow University will host roundtable of vice-chancellors of state universities across India
on March 14 and 15. In this meeting, over 300 vice-chancellors of various universities will put their brains
together to dwell on issues like poor quality teaching and learning, the supply-demand gap, uneven growth and
access to opportunity and constraints on research capacity and innovations.

The low quality of teaching and learning arguably is the greatest challenge facing higher education in India.
Various reports estimate that 30 to 40% of faculty positions are vacant. Most faculties do not undergo training
in teaching. The issue of outdated and rigid curricula will also be discussed at length in the meet. An ineffective
quality assurance system and a complete lack of accountability by institutions to the state, Central government,
students and other stakeholders are also on the agenda.

The educationists are of the view that it has resulted in graduates with low employability that is a common
feature of higher education in South Asia. Experts are of the view that these problems are endemic across higher

education institutions in India including in many of the top tier institutions. Manoj Dixit, professor of public
administration department will be conducting the event.

Your time starts now, Mr Kejriwal, say IIT students

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-your-time-starts-now-mr-kejriwal-say-iit-students-2060056

A large number of students from India’s premier institutes supported Kejriwal wholeheartedly with working behind the
scene, they want him to deliver now. Kejriwal is an alumnus of IIT Kharagpur (1989 batch) and hence many of the IlITians,
students and professors both, have a soft corner for him. His daughter Harshita is also a first year engineering student at
[IT Delhi, a fact which mobilised a large number of students from IIT Delhi towards working for AAP.


http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-your-time-starts-now-mr-kejriwal-say-iit-students-2060056
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The mood across I1Ts was jubilant as the landslide victory of Aam Admi Party unfolded Tuesday morning.
Groups of students in IIT Delhi, 1IT Bombay and IIT Kharagpur campuses have been seen cheering and
greeting each other over AAP's phenomenal success. The celebrations went on till late night.

A large number of students from India’s premier institutes have been supporting Arvind Kejrwal and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in the Delhi Assembly Elections.

While most of them have been part of the social media campaign of the AAP with devising vibrant and positive
online campaign strategy which outsmarted the rival BJP, at least 300 of them had posted themselves at Delhi
since past 10-15 days for door to door campaign which led to a huge turnout from the young and affluent class.

Kejriwal is an alumnus of IIT Kharagpur (1989 batch) and hence many of the IITians, students and professors
both, have a soft corner for him. His daughter Harshita is also a first year engineering student at I1T Delhi, a fact
which mobilised a large number of students from IIT Delhi towards working for AAP.

IIT Bombay which has as many as 1,000 AAP sympathisers/donors was in the party mood Tuesday evening
with dancing to the Kejriwal tune literally (A song composed by Bollywood musician Vishal Dadlani, an AAP
supporter).
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“Our hard works pays off. We hope AAP starts delivering on its promises now,” said Ratikant Nayak, an IIT
Bombay research student who along with three other 1ITB students was campaigning for AAP in Delhi since
past two weeks. A team of another dozen students handled the vibrant social media campaign of the AAP.

Lokesh Deshmukh who led the AAP’s campaign from from IIT Kharagpur said, “AAP supporters gave their
100% to see Kerjiwal as Delhi CM mainly because he presents the kind of politics which youth wants to see.
People have very high hopes from him and he will have to fulfil all his promises. His time starts now.”

IIT Delhi student Abhishek Agrawal says, “We had supported the BJP in Lok Sabha elections with very high
hopes from Narendra Modi but we didn’t not see any change in the country in past 9 months except religious
intolerance promoted by right wing groups and Modi’s silence over it. Hope Kejriwal learns from BJP’s
downfall.”

[ITians have contributed a lot in AAP’s victory. IIT-B team, for instance, has created a research tool in
November to measure public opinion on social media which had helped shape the Aam Aadmi Party's (AAP)
election strategy in Delhi. They conducted a "sentiment analysis™ to separate the negativity from the AAP
campaign and suggesting the party to pick up issues as women's safety which was close to voters’ heart. Teams
from other I1Ts also worked day and night adjusting their classes and creating videos for campaign, emailing
and calling random voters and even donating from the pocket money.

“AAP made the best use of the social media platform defeating the BJP, a champion of social media user in the
Lok Sabha elections,” says an observer. The vibrant and positive campaign helped AAP to dent BJP’s core vote
bank en mass.

This also helped three-year-old party to regain its own vote bank which it had lost to the BJP after the
Kejriwal's resignation from the Delhi’s chief minister post last year following a brief stint of 49 days.
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